SEERET/SENSITIVE

TALKING POINTS ON INF

e Tbe INF negot%ations are unique, in the sense that
our most lmportant objective is not to secure Soviet agreement,
but to sustain European support for our INF policies.

== If we sustain European support we will be able either

to deploy INF, or to secure an arms control agreement, or do
both.

-- If we lose European support, we will have neither :
deployments, nor an arms control agreement, The Soviets will *®
have won a great victory, the Alliance will be fragmented,
and the credibility of the United States leadership eroded.

-— It is thus particularly important that, whatever we
do in the INF negotiations, we do primarily with an eye to
sustaining European support for the basic principles of the
December '79 decision -- that NATO will deoloy if it must,
and secure an eguitable arms control agreement if it can.

-- Most of our European Allies, and all of those who face
deployment in their countries this year, want to see an early
new U.S. proposal. They want us to keep the total elimination
of U.5. and Soviet missiles an ultimate objective, but they
would not wish us to impose a requirement that th Soviets
accept ultimate reductions to zero as a precondition to any
interim agreement which provided for equal U.S. and Soviet
levels above zero.

-- Whatever we decide with respect to further steps in
+he INF negotiation, it will ge important tha? we consu}t
closely with our Alljes, parthularly the basing countries,
and that we not present them with any surprlgfs.
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